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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 1995

SENATE BILL 154

Short Title: Raise Reportable Accident Amount. (Public)

Sponsors: Senator Simpson.

Referred to: Judiciary II/Election Laws.

February 8, 1995

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MINIMUM PROPERTY DAMAGE AMOUNT FOR A
REPORTABLE MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT AND TO RESOLVE
INCONSISTENCIES IN THE LAW CONCERNING ACCIDENT REPORTS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
Section 1. G.S. 20-4.01 is amended by adding a new subdivision to read:
"(33b) Reportable Accident. — An accident involving a motor vehicle that
results in either of the following:
a. Death or injury of a human being.
b. Total property damage of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or

more."
Sec. 2. G.S. 20-166.1 reads as rewritten:
"8 20-166.1. Reports and investigations required in event of eollisien—accident.
(a) Notice of A001dent — The drlver of a vehicle 1nv01ved in a eellistonresulting

h&ndted—de%s—@é@@—@@)—er—mef%shaﬂ—reportable acc1dent must 1mmed1ate1y, by the
qulckest means of commumcatlon gw&neﬁe%ef—notlfy the GGH&S&Gﬂ—tG—ﬂ&%IGG&]—pG-hG%

enforcement agency of the a001dent If the accident occurred in a 01tv or town, the




O 1N LN B~ W=

bR bR D W LW W W LW W W W WWDENDNDNDNNDNDNDNNDNDFE =R === = = = =
W=, OO0 INWN DWW, OOV ION N WN~RL,OWOUWXIn b Wi~ O\

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 1995

appropriate agency is the police department of the city or town. If the accident occurred
outside a city or town, the appropriate agency is the State Highway Patrol or the sheriff's
office or other qualified rural police of the county where the accident occurred.

(b)  Insurance Verification. —Fhe-When requested to do so by the Division, the

drlver of aﬁy—a Vehlcle 1nvolved ina eel-hﬁeﬂ—fesul-tmg—m—mjﬁpfte—er—deaﬂcref—aﬂﬁefseﬂ

shal—l—reportable acmdent must furnlsh proof of ﬁnanc1al fespeﬂﬁbi-ht—yueﬂ—fe;ms

preseribed-by-the Diviston-—responsibility.
(¢ Parked Vehiele,  Notwithstandingesam—otherprovistons—otftis—scetion—the—1The

driver of any-a motor vehicle whieh-that collides with another motor vehicle left parked or
unattended on any-street-or-a_highway of this State shal-within48-heurs-must report the
collision to the owner of sueh-the parked or unattended motor vehicle. Sueh-reportshalt
This requirement applies to an accident that is not a reportable accident as well as to one
that is a reportable accident. The report may be made orally or in writing, must be made

within 48 hours of the accident, and must include the timedate-and-place-of-the-collision;
the-drivers-pameaddresdriversHeensenumberand-the-following:

@8] The time, date, and place of the accident.
(2) The driver's name, address, and license number.
3) The registration number of the vehicle being operated by the driver

at the time of the ee%hﬁeﬂ—aﬂd—weh—fepeﬂ—may—b%efal—er—m

States—acmdent
If the driver makes a written report to the owner of the parked or unattended vehicle

and the report is not given to the owner at the scene of the accident, the report must be
sent to the owner by certified mall return recelpt requested and a copy of suehreport
ASH he N arolinaDiv es—the report must be sent

w&hm—tl%eeﬂse%at%hm}ts—e#ﬂ%e}ty—er—tewn—%eﬁeThe appropnate law enforeement

agency must investigate a reportable accident. A law-enforcement officer who

investigates a-eollision—-asrequired-by-this-subseetion;-a reportable accident, whether the
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investigation—is—made—at the scene of the eelliston—accident or by subsequent
1nvest1gat10ns and interviews, sh&H—wrthmJM—hek&s—aﬁer—eemp}eﬁng—thm%esﬁg&Heﬂ—

seetton—must make a written report of the ac01dent within 24 hours of the acc1dent and

must forward it as required by this subsection. The report must contain information on
financial responsibility for the vehicle driven by the person whom the officer identified as
at fault for the accident.

If the officer writing the report is a member of the State Highway Patrol, the officer
must forward the report to the Division. If the officer is not a member of the State
Highway Patrol, the officer must forward the report to the local law enforcement agency
for the area where the accident occurred. A local law enforcement agency that receives
an accident report must forward it to the Division within 10 days after receiving the

report.
When any-a person invelved-injured in an—automebile—collision—shall-die—a reportable

accident dies as a result of said-eellision—within-a-period-of-the accident within 12 months
folowingsaid-collision;and sueh-after the accident and the death shallnethave-been-was not

reported in the original report, it-shall-be-the-duty-ofinvestigating-enforcement-officers-to-the
law enforcement officer investigating the accident must file a supplemental report setting
forth-the-death-ef such-persoen—that includes the death.

® Medical Personnel. —Ewvery—person—holding—the—office—of—A county medical
examiner in-this-State-shall-must report to the Division the death of any person as-aresult-of
a—collision-involving-a-metor-vehiele-in a reportable accident and the circumstances of the

collision-withinfive-daysfollowing such-death—Every-accident. The medical examiner must
file the report within five days after the death. A hospital shall-must notify the medical

examiner of the county in which the eeltsien-accident occurred of the death within the
hospital of any person who dies as a result of injuries apparently sustained in a eellisien

nvelving-a-meter-vehiele-reportable accident.

(g)  Repealed by Session Laws 1987, c. 49.
(h) Forrns — The DlVlSlOIl shaH—pfep&E%&nd—shaH—upeﬁ—reques{—s&pply—te—pehe%
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or-approved-by—the D+viston—must provide forms to persons required to make reports

under this section and the reports must be made on the forms provided. The forms must
ask for the following information about a reportable accident:

(1) The cause of the accident.
(2) The conditions existing at the time of the accident.
3) The persons and vehicles involved.

(1) Effect of Report %H—eelksren—reperts—rneh&dmg—s&pplement%eperts—abwe

e; e-A report of an
accident made under th1s sectron bv a person that is not a law enforcement officer is
without prejudice-and-shall-be-prejudice, is for the use of the Bivisten-Division, and shall
not be used in any manner as evidence, or for any other purpose in any trial, civil or
criminal, arising out of sueh-ecelision-exeeptthatthe Divistonshall furnish-upon-demand
ofany-eourt-the accident. At the demand of a court, however, the Division must give the
court a properly executed certificate stating that a particular eeHiston-accident report has
or has not been filed with the Division solely to prove a compliance with this section.

The reports made by State—eity—or—county—poticeand-medicaloxaminers—butno—other
reports—required—under—this—section,—shall-be—subjeetto—the—persons who are not law

enforcement officers or medical examiners are not public records. The reports made by
law enforcement officers and medical examiners are public records and are open to

1nspect10n ef—members—ef—b the general pubhc at all reasonable &mes—and—the—DﬁLrsren—sh&H

states, countics, and citics certificd copics of such collision reports for official usc-times. The
Division must give a certified copy of one of these reports to a member of the general
public who requests a copy and pays the fee set in G S 20 42.

freqaent—mtew&ls—mav nerlodrcallv pubhsh statlstrcal 1nformat10n on rnotor Vehrcle
accidents based ;

Based—upeﬁ—rts—ﬁnérmgs—after—anahﬁs—the—on 1nformatron in accrdent reports The
Division may conduct further—neeessary—detailed research to determine more fully the
cause and control of highway-ecellisions—H-accidents and may further-conduct experimental
field tests within areas of the State from time to time to prove the practicability of various
ideas advanced in traffic control and eelisien-accident prevention.

(k)  Punishment. — A violation of any provision of this section is a Class—2
misdemeanor—misdemeanor of the Class set in G.S. 20-176."

Sec. 3. G.S. 20-179(d)(3) reads as rewritten:
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"(3) Negligent driving that led to an—aecetdent-causingproperty-damage
nexeess—of fivehundred-doHars($500-00)-orpersonalinjury—a

reportable accident."

Sec. 4. G.S. 20-279.4 is repealed.
Sec. 5. G.S. 20 279 S(a) reads as rewritten:

ag&ms{—eaeh—eﬁera{er‘—er—e%%When the D1V1s1on receives a report of a reportable

accident under G.S. 20-166.1, the Commissioner must determine whether the owner or
driver of a vehicle involved in the accident must file security under this Article and, if so,
the amount of security the owner or driver must file. The Commissioner must make this
determination at the end of 20 days after receiving the report."

Sec. 6. G.S. 20-279.11 reads as rewritten:
"8 20-279.11. Matters not to be evidence in civil suits.

Neither the repertrequired-by—G-S—20-2794—information on financial responsibility
contained in an accident report, the action taken by the Commissioner pursuant to this
Article, the findings, if any, of the Commissioner upon which sueh-the action is based, or
the security filed as provided in this Article shall be referred to in any way, nor be any
evidence of the negligence or due care of either party, at the trial of any action at law to
recover damages."

Sec. 7. G.S. 20-279.31 reads as rewritten:
"§ 20-279.31. Other violations; penalties.

(a) FMW@%%%%M@%HP@SM—EMS%

been—ﬁ%ed—&nd—fer—s&eh—ﬁ}rther—report a reportable accrdent as requlred by G S. 20-166. 1

until the Division receives a report and for an additional period ret—te—set by the
Commissioner. The additional period may not exceed 30 days-as-the-Commissionermay
fix—days.

(b) Any person who gives—does any of the following commits a Class 1
misdemeanor:
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(@8] Gives information required in a report er-etherwise-as-provided-for-in
6-520-279-4-of a reportable accident, knowing or having reason to

believe that-such—the information is false,—or—whe—shallforge—or;

witheut-autherity;-sign-false.

2) Forges or without authority signs any evidence of proof of financial
responsibility-er-whe-files-responsibility.

3) Files or offers for filing any sueh-evidence of proof of financial

responsibility, knowing or having reason to believe that it is forged

or signed without autherity,—is—guilty—ef-a—Class—1—misdemeanot

authority.
(c)  Any person willfully failing to return a license as required in G.S. 20-279.30 is

guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

(cl) Any person who makes a false affidavit or knowingly swears or affirms falsely
to any matter under G.S. 20-279.5, 20-279.6, or 20-279.7 is guilty of a Class I felony.

(d)  Any person who shall violate any provision of this Article for which no penalty
1s otherwise provided is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor."

Sec. 8. G.S. 20-42(b) reads as rewritten:

"(b) The Commissioner and officers of the Division designated by the
Commissioner may prepare under the seal of the Division and deliver upon request a
certified copy of any document of the Division;—charging-afee-of-Division for a fee. The
fee for a document, other than an accident report under G.S. 20-166.1, is five dollars
($5.00) foreach-documentcertified—($5.00). The fee for an accident report is four dollars
(84.00). A certified copy shall be admissible in any proceeding in any court in like
manner as the original thereof, without further certification. The certification fee does
not apply to a document furnished te-State-officials-or-to-countymuniecipal-or-court-officials
of this—State—for official use—use to a judicial official or to an official of the federal
government, a state government, or a local government."

Sec. 9. This act becomes effective November 1, 1995, and applies to accidents
and offenses occurring on or after that date.
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