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CHAPTER 529 
HOUSE BILL 938 

 
AN ACT REGARDING UNINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE CLAIMS. 
 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 
 

Section 1. G.S. 20-279.21(b)(3)a. reads as rewritten: 
"a. A provision that the insurer shall be bound by a final judgment taken by the 

insured against an uninsured motorist if the insurer has been served with copy of 
summons, complaint or other process in the action against the uninsured motorist by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, or in any manner provided by law; 
provided however, that the determination of whether a motorist is uninsured may be 
decided only by an action against the insurer alone. The insurer, upon being served as 
herein provided, shall be a party to the action between the insured and the uninsured 
motorist though not named in the caption of the pleadings and may defend the suit in the 
name of the uninsured motorist or in its own name. The insurer, upon being served with 
copy of summons, complaint or other pleading, shall have the time allowed by statute in 
which to answer, demur or otherwise plead (whether such pleading is verified or not) to 
the summons, complaint or other process served upon it. The consent of the insurer shall 
not be required for the initiation of suit by the insured against the uninsured motorist: 
Provided, however, no action shall be initiated by the insured until 60 days following 
the posting of notice to the insurer at the address shown on the policy or after personal 
delivery of such notice to the insurer or its agent setting forth the belief of the insured 
that the prospective defendant or defendants are uninsured motorists. No default 
judgment shall be entered when the insurer has timely filed an answer or other pleading 
as required by law.  The failure to post notice to the insurer 60 days in advance of the 
initiation of suit shall not be grounds for dismissal of the action, but shall automatically 
extend the time for the filing of an answer or other pleadings to 60 days after the time of 
service of the summons, complaint, or other process on the insurer." 

Sec. 2.  This act shall become effective October 1, 1987.  
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 1st day of July, 

1987. 


