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AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR UNIFORM REGULATION OF THE BAIL BOND 

BUSINESS THROUGHOUT THE STATE. 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 

Section 1. Chapter 85A of the General Statutes of North Carolina is hereby 

amended by rewriting this Chapter to read as follows: 

"Chapter 85A. 

"Bail Bondsmen and Runners. 

"§ 85A-1.  Definitions. – The following words when used in this Chapter shall have the 

following meanings: 

(1) 'Accommodation bondsman' is a natural person who has reached the age of 

18 years and is a bona fide resident of this State and who, aside from love and affection 

and release of the person concerned, receives no consideration for action as surety and 

who endorses the bail bond after providing satisfactory evidences of ownership, value 

and marketability of real or personal property to the extent necessary to reasonably 

satisfy the official taking bond that such real or personal property will in all respects be 

sufficient to assure that the full principal sum of the bond will be realized in the event of 

breach of the conditions thereof. 'Consideration' as used in this subdivision does not 

include the legal rights of a surety against a principal by reason of breach of the 

conditions of a bail bond nor does it include collateral furnished to and securing the 

surety so long as the value of the surety's rights in the collateral do not exceed the 

principal's liability to the surety by reason of a breach in the conditions of said bail 

bond. 

(2) 'Bail bond' shall mean an undertaking by the principal to appear in court as 

required upon penalty of forfeiting bail to the State in a stated amount; and may include 

an unsecured appearance bond, a premium-secured appearance bond, an appearance 

bond secured by a cash deposit of the full amount of the bond, an appearance bond 

secured by a mortgage pursuant to G.S. 109-25, and an appearance bond secured by at 

least one surety. 

(3) 'Bail bondsman' shall mean a surety bondsman, professional bondsman or an 

accommodation bondsman as hereinafter defined. 

(4) 'Commissioner' shall mean the Commissioner of Insurance. 

(5) 'Insurer' shall mean any domestic, foreign, or alien surety company which has 

qualified generally to transact surety business and specifically to transact bail bond 

business in this State. 

(6) 'Obligor' shall mean a principal or a surety on a bail bond. 
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(7) 'Principal' shall mean a defendant or witness obligated to appear in court as 

required upon penalty of forfeiting bail under a bail bond. 

(8) 'Professional bondsman' shall mean any person who is approved and licensed 

by the Commissioner and who pledges cash or approved securities with the 

Commissioner as security for bail bonds written in connection with a judicial 

proceeding and receives or is promised money or other things of value therefor. 

(9) 'Runner' shall mean a person employed by a bail bondsman for the purpose of 

assisting the bail bondsman in presenting the defendant in court when required, or to 

assist in apprehension and surrender of defendant to the court, or keeping defendant 

under necessary surveillance, or to execute bonds on behalf of the licensed bondsman 

when the power of attorney has been duly recorded. 'Runner' does not include, however, 

a duly licensed attorney at law or a law enforcement officer assisting a bondsman. 

(10) 'Surety' shall mean one who, with the principal, is liable for the amount of the 

bail bond upon forfeiture of bail. 

(11) 'Surety bondsman' shall mean any person who is approved by and licensed by 

the Commissioner as an insurance agent pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 58 of the 

General Statutes of North Carolina and appointed by an insurer by power of attorney to 

execute or countersign bail bonds for the insurer in connection with judicial proceedings 

and receives or is promised money or other things of value therefor. 

"§ 85A-2.  Commissioner of Insurance to administer Chapter, rules, and 

regulations; employees; evidence of Commissioner's actions. – (a)  The 

Commissioner shall have full power and authority to administer the provisions of this 

Chapter, which regulates bail bondsmen and runners and to that end to adopt, and 

promulgate rules and regulations to enforce the purposes and provisions of this Chapter. 

Subject to the provisions of the State Personnel Act, the Commissioner may employ and 

discharge such employees, examiners, investigators and such other assistants as shall be 

deemed necessary, and he shall prescribe their duties. 

(b) Any written instrument purporting to be a copy of any action, proceeding, or 

finding of fact by the Commissioner, or any record of the Commissioner authenticated 

under the hand of the Commissioner by the seal of his office shall be accepted by all the 

courts of this State as prima facie evidence of the contents thereof. 

"§ 85A-3.  Defects not to invalidate undertakings; liability not affected by 

agreement or lack of qualifications. – No undertaking shall be invalid, nor shall any 

person be discharged from his undertaking, nor a forfeiture thereof be stayed nor shall 

judgment thereon be stayed, set aside or reversed, the collection of any such judgment 

be barred or defeated by reason of any defect of form, omission or recital or of 

condition, failure to note or record the default of any principal or surety, or because of 

any other irregularity, or because the undertaking was entered into on Sunday or other 

holiday, if it appears from the tenor of the undertaking before what magistrate or at what 

court the principal was bound to appear, and that the official before whom it was 

entered into was legally authorized to take it and the amount of bail is stated. 

The liability of a person on an undertaking shall not be affected by reason of the lack 

of any qualifications, sufficiency or competency provided in the criminal procedure law, 
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or by reason of any other agreement whether or not the agreement is expressed in the 

undertaking, or because the defendant has not joined in the undertaking. 

"§ 85A-4.  Qualifications of sureties on bail. – Each and every surety for the release of 

a person on bail shall be qualified as: 

(1) An insurer and represented by a surety bondsman or bondsmen; or 

(2) A professional bondsman; or 

(3) An accommodation bondsman. 

"§ 85A-5.  Surrender of defendant by surety; when premium need not be returned. 

– At any time before there has been a breach of the undertaking in any type of bail or 

fine and cash bond the surety may surrender the defendant to the official to whose 

custody the defendant was committed at the time bail was taken, or to the official into 

whose custody the defendant would have been given had he been committed; in such 

case the full premium shall be returned. The defendant may be surrendered without the 

return of premium for the bond if he has been guilty of nonpayment of premium, 

changing address without notifying his bondsman, concealing himself, leaving the 

jurisdiction of the court without the permission of his bondsman or violating his 

obligation to the court. 

"§ 85A-6.  Procedure for surrender; exoneration of obligors; refund of deposit. – 

The person desiring to make a surrender of the defendant shall procure a certified copy 

of the undertakings and deliver them together with the defendant to the official in whose 

custody the defendant was at the time bail was taken, or to the official into whose 

custody he would have been given had he been committed, who shall detain the 

defendant in his custody thereon, as upon a commitment, and by a certificate in writing 

acknowledge the surrender. 

Upon the presentation of certified copy of the undertakings and the certificate of the 

official, the court before which the defendant has been held to answer, or the court in 

which the preliminary examination, warrant, indictment, information or appeal as the 

case may be, is pending, shall upon notice of three days given by the person makng the 

surrender to the prosecuting officer of the court having jurisdiction of the offense, 

together with a copy of the undertakings and certificate, order that the obligors be 

exonerated from liability of their undertakings, and, if money or bonds have been 

deposited as bail, that such money or bonds be refunded. 

"§ 85A-7.  Arrest of defendant for purpose of surrender. – For the purpose of 

surrendering the defendant, the surety may arrest him before the forfeiture of the 

undertaking, or by his written authority endorsed on a certified copy of the undertaking, 

may request any judicial officer to order arrest of the defendant. 

"§ 85A-8.  Forfeiture of bail. – (a)  The procedure for forfeiture of bail shall be that 

provided in Article 26 of Chapter 15A of the General Statutes and all provisions of that 

Article shall continue in full force and effect. 

(b) At any time before execution is issued on a judgment of forfeiture against a 

principal or his surety, the court may direct that the judgment be remitted in whole or in 

part, upon such conditions as the court may impose, if it appears that justice requires the 

remission of part or all of the judgment. 
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"§ 85A-9.  Bail bondsmen and runners to be qualified and licensed; only 

individuals to be licensed; license applications generally. – No person shall act in the 

capacity of a bail bondsman or runner or perform any of the functions, duties, or powers 

prescribed for bail bondsmen or runners under the provisions of this Chapter unless that 

person shall be qualified and (except as regards an accommodation bondsman) licensed 

in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter. No license shall be issued to a 

professional bondsman or runner except as provided in this Chapter and none shall be 

issued except to an individual natural person. 

The applicant shall apply for license or renewal thereof on forms prepared and 

supplied by the Commissioner and the Commissioner may propound any reasonable 

interrogatories to an applicant for a license under this Chapter or on any renewal 

thereof, relating to his qualifications, residence, prospective place of business, and any 

other matters which, in the opinion of the Commissioner, are deemed necessary in order 

to protect the public and ascertain the qualifications of the applicant. The Commissioner 

may also conduct any reasonable inquiry or investigation he sees fit, relative to the 

determination of the applicant's fitness to be licensed or to continue to be licensed. 

The failure of the applicant to secure approval of the Commissioner shall not 

preclude him from applying as many times as he desires, but no application shall be 

considered by the Commissioner within one year subsequent to the date upon which the 

Commissioner denied the last application. 

"§ 85A-10.  Expiration of licenses. – All licenses issued pursuant to the provisions of 

this Chapter shall expire annually on June 30 unless revoked or suspended prior thereto 

by the Commissioner, or upon notice served upon the Commissioner that the employer 

of any runner has cancelled the licensee's authority to act for such employer. 

"§ 85A-11.  Qualification for professional bondsman and runners. – Before license 

can issue to an applicant permitting him to act as a professional bondsman or runner, he 

must furnish the Commissioner a complete set of his fingerprints and a recent passport 

size full-face photograph of himself. The applicant's fingerprints shall be certified by an 

authorized law enforcement officer. 

Every applicant for license as a professional bondsman or runner before being issued 

such license shall satisfy the Commissioner that he: 

(1) Is 18 years of age or over; 

(2) Is a resident of this State; 

(3) Is a person of good moral character and has not been convicted of a 

felony or any crime involving moral turpitude; 

(4) Has knowledge, training, or experience of sufficient duration and 

extent to reasonably satisfy the Commissioner that he possesses the 

competence necessary to fulfill the responsibilities of a licensee. 

"§ 85A-12.  License fees. – A license fee of thirty dollars ($30.00) shall be paid to the 

Commissioner with each application for license as a professional bondsman and a 

license fee of ten dollars ($10.00) shall be paid to the Commissioner with each 

application for license as a runner. 

"§ 85A-13.  Annual financial statement of professional bondsmen. – In addition to 

the other requirements of this Chapter, an applicant for a professional bondsman's 
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license shall furnish annually a financial statement under oath in such detail and form as 

the Commissioner may require and any such statement shall be subject to the same 

examination as is prescribed by law for domestic insurance companies. 

"§ 85A-14.  Contents of application for runner's license; endorsement by bail 

bondsman. – In addition to the other requirements of this Chapter, an applicant for a 

license to be a runner must affirmatively show: 

(1) That the applicant will be employed by only one bail bondsman who will 

supervise the work of the applicant and be responsible for the runner's conduct in the 

bail bond business; and 

(2) That the application is endorsed by the appointing bail bondsman who shall 

obligate himself therein to supervise the runner's activities. 

"§ 85A-15.  Examination; fees. – Except as hereinafter provided, an applicant for 

license to be a professional bondsman or runner shall be required to appear in person 

and take a written examination prepared by the Commissioner testing his ability and 

qualifications. Each applicant shall become eligible for examination 30 days after the 

date the application is received by the Commissioner. Examinations shall be held at 

such time and place as designated by the Commissioner, and the applicant shall be 

given notice of such time and place not less than 15 days prior to taking the 

examination. The fee for such examination shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) for 

professional bondsmen and ten dollars ($10.00) for runners. The failure of an applicant 

to pass an examination shall not preclude him from taking subsequent examinations; 

provided, however, that at least one year must intervene between examinations. 

No person shall be required to submit to examination to obtain license as a 

professional bondsman if he is now licensed by the Commissioner of Insurance or the 

Secretary of Revenue and is performing the functions of a bondsman on the taking 

effect of this Chapter, and no person shall be required to submit to examination to 

obtain license as a runner if he is performing the functions of a runner on the taking 

effect of this Chapter. 

"§ 85A-16.  Renewal of licenses; fees. – A renewal license shall be issued by the 

Commissioner to a licensee who has continuously maintained his license in effect 

without further examination upon the payment of a renewal fee of ten dollars ($10.00) 

in case of runners and thirty dollars ($30.00) in case of professional bondsmen, but such 

licenses shall in all other respects be required to comply with and be subject to the 

provisions of this Chapter. After the receipt of such licensee's application for renewal, 

the current license shall continue in effect until the renewal license is issued or denied 

for cause. 

"§ 85A-17.  Grounds for denial, suspension, revocation or refusal to renew licenses. 

– (a)  The Commissioner may deny, suspend, revoke or refuse to renew any license 

issued under this Chapter for any of the following causes: 

(1) For any cause sufficient to deny, suspend, or revoke license under any 

other provision of this Chapter. 

(2) Violation of any laws of this State relating to bail in the course of 

dealings under the license issued him by the Commissioner. 
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(3) Material misstatement, misrepresentation or fraud in obtaining the 

license. 

(4) Misappropriation, conversion or unlawful withholding of monies, 

belonging to insurers or others and received in the conduct of business 

under the license. 

(5) Fraudulent or dishonest practices in the conduct of business under the 

license. 

(6) Conviction of a felony regardless of the time such conviction occurred 

and regardless of whether such conviction resulted from conduct in or 

related to the bail bond business. 

(7) Failure to comply with or violation of the provisions of this Chapter or 

of any order, rule or regulation of the Commissioner. 

(8) When in the judgment of the Commissioner, the licensee has in the 

conduct of his affairs under the license, demonstrated incompetency or 

untrustworthiness or that he is no longer in good faith carrying on the 

bail bond business or that he is guilty of rebating, or offering to rebate, 

or offering to divide the premiums received for the bond. 

(9) For failing to pay any judgment or decree rendered on any forfeited 

undertaking in any Court of competent jurisdiction. 

(10) For charging or receiving, as premium or compensation for the making 

of any deposit or bail bond, any sum in excess of that permitted by this 

Chapter. 

(11) For requiring, as a condition of his executing a bail bond, that the 

principal agree to engage the services of a specified attorney. 

(b) The Commissioner, in lieu of revoking or suspending a license in accordance 

with the provisions of this Article, may, in any one proceeding, by order, require the 

licensee to pay to the school fund in the county of his residence a civil penalty in the 

sum of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) for each offense. Upon failure of such 

licensee to pay penalty within 20 days after the mailing of such order, postage prepaid, 

registered and addressed to the last known place of business of such licensee, unless 

such order is stayed by an order of the Court of competent jurisdiction, the 

Commissioner may revoke the license of such licensee or may suspend the same for 

such period as he may determine. 

"§ 85A-18.  Notice and hearing before de-licensing. – No license shall be refused, 

suspended, revoked, or renewal refused except on reasonable notice and opportunity to 

be heard afforded the person licensed or renewal thereof. 

"§ 85A-19.  Appeal from denial, suspension, revocation or refusal to renew license. 

– Any applicant for license as bail bondsman or runner whose application has been 

denied or whose license shall have been suspended or revoked, or renewal thereof 

denied, shall have the right of appeal from such final order of the Commissioner thereon 

pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 58-9.3. 

"§ 85A-20.  Prohibited practices. – No bail bondsman or runner shall: 

Pay a fee or rebate or give or promise anything of value, directly or indirectly, to a 

jailer, law enforcement officer, committing magistrate, or any other person who has 
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power to arrest or hold in custody; or to any public official or public employee in order 

to secure a settlement, compromise, remission or reduction of the amount of any bail 

bond or the forfeiture thereof; including the payment to law enforcement officers, 

directly or indirectly, for the arrest or apprehension of a principal or principals who 

have caused or will cause a forfeiture. 

Pay a fee or rebate or give anything of value to an attorney in bail bond matters, 

except in defense of any action on a bond. 

Pay a fee or rebate or give or promise anything of value to the principal or anyone in 

his behalf. 

Participate in the capacity of an attorney at a trial or hearing of one on whose bond 

he is surety, nor suggest or advise the employment of, or name for employment any 

particular attorney to represent his principal. 

Accept anything of value from a principal except the premium, which shall not 

exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the face amount of the bond, provided that the 

bondsman shall be permitted to accept collateral security or other indemnity from the 

principal which shall be returned upon final termination of liability on the bond. Such 

collateral security or other indemnity required by the bondsman must be reasonable in 

relation to the amount of the bond. 

Solicit business in any of the Courts or on the premises of any of the Courts of this 

State, in the office of any magistrate and in or about any place where prisoners are 

confined. Loitering in or about a magistrate's office or any place where prisoners are 

confined shall be prima facie evidence of soliciting. 

Advise or assist the principal for the purpose of forfeiting bond. 

"§ 85A-21.  Receipts for collateral. – When a bail bondsman accepts collateral he shall 

give a written receipt for same, and this receipt shall give in detail a full description of 

the collateral received. 

"§ 85A-22.  Persons prohibited from becoming surety or runners. – No sheriff, 

deputy sheriff, other law enforcement officer, judicial official, attorney, parole officer, 

probation officer, jailer, assistant jailer, employee of the General Court of Justice, other 

public employee assigned to duties relating to the administration of criminal justice, 

may in any case become surety on a bail bond for any person. In addition, no person 

covered by this section may act as agent for any bonding company or professional 

bondsman. No such person may have an interest, directly or indirectly, in the financial 

affairs of any firm or corporation whose principal business is acting as bondsmen. 

Provided, however, nothing herein shall prohibit any person above designated from 

being surety upon the bond of his or her spouse, parent, brother, sister, child or 

descendant. 

"§ 85A-23.  Bonds not to be signed in blank; authority to countersign only given to 

licensed employee. – A bail bondsman shall not sign nor countersign in blank bail 

bonds, nor shall he give a power of attorney to, or otherwise authorize, anyone to 

countersign his name to bonds unless the person so authorized is a licensed bondsman 

or runner directly employed by the bondsman giving such power of attorney. Copies of 

all such powers of attorney and revocations of such powers of attorney must be filed 

immediately with the Commissioner and the clerk of superior court of any county in the 
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State where said bondsman giving the power of attorney is currently writing or is 

obligated on bail bonds. 

"§ 85A-24.  Insurers to annually report surety bondsmen; notices of appointments 

and terminations; information confidential. – Every insurer shall annually prior to 

July 1, furnish the Commissioner a list of all surety bondsmen appointed by it to write 

bail bonds on its behalf. Every such insurer who subsequently appoints a surety 

bondsman in the State shall give notice thereof to the Commissioner. All such 

appointments shall be subject to the issuance of the proper insurance agent's license to 

the appointee. 

An insurer terminating the appointment of a surety bondsman shall file written 

notice thereof with the Commissioner, together with a statement that it has given or 

mailed notice to the surety bondsman and to the clerk of superior court of any county in 

the State wherein such insurer has been obligated on bail bonds through said agent 

within the past three years. Such notice filed with the Commissioner shall state the 

reasons, if any, for such termination. Information so furnished the Commissioner shall 

be privileged and shall not be used as evidence in or basis for any action against the 

insurer or any of its representatives. 

"§ 85A-25.  Bail bondsman to give notice of discontinuance of business; 

cancellation of license. – Any bail bondsman who discontinues writing bail bonds 

during the period for which he is licensed shall notify the clerks of the superior court 

with whom he is registered and return his license to the Commissioner for cancellation 

within 30 days after such discontinuance. 

"§ 85A-26.  Persons eligible as runners; bail bondsmen to annually report runners; 

notices of appointments and terminations; information confidential. – Every person 

duly licensed as a bail bondsman may appoint as runner any person who has been issued 

runner's license. Each bail bondsman must, on or before July 1 of each year, furnish to 

the Commissioner a list of all runners appointed by him. Each such bail bondsman who 

shall, subsequent to the filing of this list, appoint additional persons as runners shall file 

written notice with the Commissioner of such appointment. 

A bail bondsman terminating the appointment of a runner shall file written notice 

thereof with the Commissioner, together with a statement that he has given or mailed 

notice to the runner. Such notice filed with the Commissioner shall state the reasons, if 

any, for such termination. Information so furnished the Commissioner shall be 

privileged and shall not be used as evidence in any action against the bail bondsman. 

"§ 85A-27.  Substituting bail by sureties for deposit. – If money or bonds have been 

deposited, bail by sureties may be substituted therefor at any time before a breach of the 

undertaking, and the official taking the new bail shall make an order that the money or 

bonds be refunded to the person depositing the same and they shall be refunded 

accordingly, and the original undertakings shall be cancelled. 

"§ 85A-28.  Deposit for defendant admitted to bail authorizes release and 

cancellation of undertaking. – When the defendant has been admitted to bail, he, or 

another in his behalf, may deposit with an official authorized to take bail, a sum of 

money, or nonregistered bonds of the United States, or of the State, or of any county, 

city or town within the State, equal in market value to the amount of such bail, together 
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with his personal undertaking, and an undertaking of such other person, if the money or 

bonds are deposited by another. Upon delivery to the official in whose custody the 

defendant is of a certificate of such deposit, he shall be discharged from custody in the 

cause. 

When bail other than a deposit of money or bonds has been given, the defendant or 

the surety may, at any time before a breach of the undertaking, deposit the sum 

mentioned in the undertaking, and upon such deposit being made, accompanied by a 

new undertaking the original undertaking shall be cancelled. 

"§ 85A-29.  Registration of licenses and power of appointments by insurers. – No 

professional bail bondsman shall become a surety on an undertaking unless he has 

registered his current license in the office of the clerk of superior court in the county in 

which he resides and a certified copy of the same with the clerk of superior court in any 

other county in which he shall write bail bonds. 

A surety bondsman shall also annually register a certified copy of his current power 

of appointment with the clerk of superior court wherein he resides and in any other 

county wherein he shall write bail bonds on behalf of an insurer. 

"§ 85A-30.  Financial responsibility of professional bondsmen. – Each professional 

bondsman acting as surety on bail bonds in this State shall maintain a deposit of 

securities with and satisfactory to the Commissioner of a fair market value of at least 

one-eighth (1/8) the amount of all bonds or undertakings written in this State on which 

he is absolutely or conditionally liable as of the first day of the current month. The 

amount of this deposit must be reconciled with the bondsman's liabilities as of the first 

day of the month on or before the fifteenth day of said month and the value of said 

deposit shall in no event be less than five thousand dollars ($5,000). 

"§ 85A-31.  Securities held in trust by Commissioner, authority to dispose of same. 

– The securities deposited by a professional bondsman with the Commissioner shall be 

held in trust for the sole protection and benefit of the holder of bail bonds executed by 

or on behalf of the undersigned bondsman in this State. A pro rata portion of the 

securities shall be returned to the bondsman when the Commissioner is satisfied that the 

deposit of securities is in excess of the amount required to be maintained with him by 

said bondsman and all the securities shall be returned if the Commissioner is satisfied 

that the bondsman has satisfied, or satisfactory arrangements have been made to satisfy, 

the obligations of the bondsman on all his bail bonds written in the State. The 

Commissioner may sell or transfer any and all of said securities or utilize the proceeds 

thereof for the purpose of satisfying the liabilities of the professional bondsman on bail 

bonds given in this State on which he is liable. 

"§ 85A-32.  Bondsman to furnish power of attorney with securities. – With the 

securities deposited with the Commissioner, the professional bondsman shall at the 

same time deliver to the Commissioner of Insurance a power of attorney, on a form 

supplied by the Commissioner, executed and acknowledged by the professional 

bondsman authorizing the sale or transfer of said securities or any part thereof. The 

power of attorney shall read as follows: 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 
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AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE TO SELL, OR 

TRANSFER SECURITIES DEPOSITED BY PROFESSIONAL BONDSMEN IN 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That 

____________________________ 

_________________________ a professional bondsman, located in the County of 

___________, in the State of ___________________, has authorized and appointed for 

himself, his successors, heirs and assigns, the Commissioner of Insurance of the State of 

North Carolina, in the name and in behalf of said professional bondsman his true and 

lawful attorney to sell or transfer any securities deposited or that may be deposited, by 

said professional bondsman with said Commissioner, under the laws and regulations 

requiring a deposit of securities to be made by professional bondsmen doing business in 

the State of North Carolina, insofar as the sale or transfer is deemed necessary by the 

Commissioner of Insurance to pay any liability arising under a bond which purports to 

be given by the undersigned bondsman in any county in this State and execution has 

been issued against said bondsman pursuant to a judgment on the bond and the same has 

not been satisfied. The securities so deposited are to be held in trust by the 

Commissioner for the sole protection and benefit of the holder of bail bonds executed 

by, or on behalf of, the undersigned bondsman IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal this ________ day of ____________, 19____. 

__________________________________ 

Professional Bondsman 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State of _________________ 

personally appeared _______________________, a professional bondsman who 

acknowledged that he executed the foregoing power of attorney. 

WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal, this _______ day of ____________,19 ____. 

___________________________________ 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: _____________ 

"§ 85A-33.  Security deposit to be maintained. – Any professional bondsman, whose 

security deposits with the Commissioner are, for any reason, reduced in value below the 

requirements of this Chapter, shall immediately upon receipt of a notice of deficiency 

from the Commissioner of Insurance deposit such additional securities as are necessary 

to comply with the law. No professional bondsman shall sign, endorse, execute or 

become surety on any additional bail bonds, or pledge or deposit any cash, check, or 

other security of any nature in lieu of a bail bond in any county in North Carolina until 

such time as he has made such additional deposit of securities as shall be required by the 

notice of deficiency. 

"§ 85A-34.  Monthly report required. – Each professional bail bondsman shall file 

with the Commissioner of Insurance a written report in form prescribed by the 

Commissioner regarding all bail bonds on which he is liable as of the first day of each 

month showing (1) each individual bonded, (2) the date such bond was given, (3) the 

principal sum of the bond, (4) the State or local official to whom given and, (5) the fee 

charged for the bonding service in each instance. Such report shall be filed on or before 
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the fifteenth (15th) day of each month. Within the same time, a copy of this written 

report must also be filed with the clerk of superior court in any county in which he is 

obligated on bail bonds. 

"§ 85A-35.  Examinations. – Whenever the Commissioner deems it prudent he shall 

visit and examine or cause to be visited and examined by some competent person 

appointed by him for that purpose any professional bail bondsman subject to the 

provisions of this Chapter. For this purpose the Commissioner or person making the 

examination shall have free access to all books and papers of the bondsman that relate 

to his business and to the books and papers kept by any of his agents or runners. 

"§ 85A-36.  Limit on principal amount of bond to be written by professional 

bondsman. – No professional bondsman shall act as surety on any bail bond whose 

principal sum is in excess of one fourth (1/4) of the value of the securities deposited 

with the Commissioner at that time. 

"§ 85A-37.  Disposition of fees. – Fees collected by the Commissioner pursuant to this 

Chapter shall be paid into the General Fund of the State. "§ 85A-38. Penalties for 

violations. Any person firm, association or corporation violating any of the provisions 

of this Chapter shall upon conviction for each offense be fined not more than five 

hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

"§ 85A-38.  Penalties for violations. – Any person, firm, association or corporation 

violating any of the provisions of this Chapter shall upon conviction for each offense be 

fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not more than six 

months, or both. 

"§ 85A-39.  Duplication of regulation forbidden. – No county, city or town in this 

State shall license or levy a license tax on bail bondsmen nor require such bondsmen to 

deposit collateral security as a condition for continuing to write bail bonds." 

Sec. 2. Section 41.1 of Chapter 105 of the General Statutes of North Carolina 

and all laws and clauses of laws in conflict with the provisions of the act are hereby 

repealed. Provided, however, that in the event of any conflict between the provisions of 

this act and those of Chapter 15A of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the 

provisions of Chapter 15A shall control and continue in full force and effect. 

Sec. 3. This act shall not apply to Robeson County or New Hanover County. 

Sec. 4. This act shall become effective on October 1, 1975. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 16th day of 

June, 1975. 


